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ABSTRACT
The lecture is in part inspired by Ladislav Holy’s cultural analyses of the Czech national identity
and its role in the Post-Communist Social Transformation (The Little Czech and the Great Czech
Nation, 1996). While Holy asked about the role of national culture in and after the sociopolitical
transformation of 1989, this lecture will focus on a more recent moment in Czech history – the
Covid-19 pandemic. Drawing on Michael Herzfeld’s intriguing argument that "state ideologies
and the intimacy of everyday social life are revealingly similar," (Cultural Intimacy, 2004), I
will use anthropological lens to attempt to show how politics and poetics of everyday life
interplayed in the production of an epidemiological disaster.
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ABOUT
The annual Ladislav Holy Lecture honours the life and work of Ladislav Holý (1933–1997), a
Czech anthropologist celebrated for his contributions to African studies, the research on
nationalism and anthropological theory. Holý was an alumnus of Charles University in Prague,
and later lectured at Queen’s University Belfast and the University of St. Andrews.

