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ABSTRACT 

This talk argues that the production of ethnographic knowledge is always a 

relational process in which human and nonhuman affective forces interact in 

expected and unexpected ways: researchers need to improvise and thus be creative 

in their dealings with interlocutors and research technologies. Not all fieldwork is 

improvisational and exploratory to the same degree, however, as a comparison of 

some of my pre-pandemic and pandemic research projects demonstrate. Of 

particular interest are cases that either purposely or unavoidably led to the 

blurring of boundaries between ethnography, art, documentation and play. 
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ABOUT 

The annual Ladislav Holy Lecture honours the life and work of Ladislav Holý (1933–1997), 

a Czech anthropologist celebrated for his contributions to African studies, the research on 

nationalism and anthropological theory. Holý was an alumnus of Charles University in 

Prague, and later lectured at Queen’s University Belfast and the University of St. Andrews. 


